Europe is facing the largest refugee crisis since the end of World War II. As the south-easterly border of European Union, Greece has found itself standing at the gateway to this humanitarian crisis. The refugee crisis poses many challenges to Europe, namely healthcare provision and integration. Despite clear public health recommendations on communicable diseases national health authorities are concerned about outbreak of such diseases, while little care is taken to provide general care. With central Europe already integrating migrants, Southern European need to follow the lead and advocate for support to refuges while struggling with the burden of the current financial crisis. Greece is the primary example of this challenge and this perspective explores the current situation and potential solutions.
Introduction
Despite the 5-year immigration flow from Syria,Iraq and Afghanistan,when thousands of people were seeking asylum in the European countries,it is more than year since the refugee crisis became a fixture on newspaper front pages,as the largest mass movement of populations across Europe since the end of World War II (1) .Given all the geopolitical factors, there is large uncertainty surrounding forecasts of migration flows.Within Europe, Greece serves as the first landing point for refugees arriving by sea (2) .
What is the situation in Greece?
As the south-easterly boarder of European Union(EU),Greece has found itself standing for the gateway to a humanitarian disaster.According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees(UNHCR),1.000.573 refugees and migrants arrived in Europe from the Middle East and North Africa during 2015.Of these,some 850.000 landed on the Greek islands(49% were Syrian, 21% Afghan and 8% Iraqi). Most of the recent Syrian migrants are educated middle-class people looking for a better future abroad due to the recent turmoil in their country (3, 4) .Since the start of 2016,more than 130k people travelled from Turkey to Europe,with the majority-122.637-entering the EU via Greece(4,5).
International Rescue Committee(IRC) has expressed concern over the safety and protection of vulnerable groups at the various camps in Greece,because of currently not a threat to Europe with respect to communicable diseases,but they are a priority group for communicable disease prevention and control efforts as they are more vulnerable"(8).The risk that refugees arriving in Europe will contract communicable diseases has increased because of the "current overcrowding at reception camps".The most frequent health problems of newly arrived refugees and migrants include mental health problems related to trauma and displacement, accidental injuries, hypothermia, burns,gastrointestinal illnesses,pregnancy and delivery-related complications.According to WHO, the exposure of refugees and migrants to the risks associated with population movements-psychosocial disorders,reproductive health problems,higher newborn mortality,drug abuse,nutrition disorders,alcoholism and exposure to violence-increase their vulnerability to non-communicable diseases(NCDs) due to lack of access to health care systems and providers(9).
The Lancet Commission on Global Surgery reported that 5 billion people lack access to safe, affordable surgical and anesthesia care (10, 11) . Greece (11) .Despite the fact that the Greek Social Security System is thought to be "flexible" in integrating unemployed or uninsured people and offering the same level of medical and surgical services with those who have an insurance,it is now extremely difficult to predict how the almost bankrupted social security services in Greece will cover any extra burden (11) .If this happens,it means that the vast majority of immigrants,will seek for surgical help in public sector only in emergency settings and for advanced illness since the majority of them will be without insurance and maybe still unemployed.Additionally, for the time being,no legislative frame has been proposed by the Greek Government,dealing with this issue.
The challenge of integration
The short-term fiscal costs of caring for the asylum seekers could be sizable in On the other hand, IMF estimates that immigrants in Europe(possibly including those in the current wave of asylum seekers) are more likely to be unemployed and rely on social assistance than native workers(12).Wage subsidies make hiring immigrants more attractive to employers where entry wages(for example, minimum wages or wage agreements) are high.Wage subsidies could also tilt the balance in favor of working as opposed to relying entirely on social assistance(12).
In Greece,all policies are deeply affected by the ongoing severe financial crisis that first hit the country in 2008 (13) .Now the country has to work out practical measures on hosting approximately 40-60k refugees long-term (14, 15) .Despite the previous successful experience on integration of 1.2 million Greeks from Asia Minor in the 1920s,current Greek economy will mandate help in the form of financial capital and job creation to make ends meet.
Is there any hope or are we tilting at windmills?
The final challenge to tackle is political.Certain politicians have their reputations at stake over an issue of global importance.If EU leaders do not act urgently to live-up the expectations and improve conditions for stranded refugees and migrants, they will face the legacy of a humanitarian disaster.Instead of just focusing on bringing peace and stability to the affected regions,political will should aim at facing the multiple challenges of poor governance,climate change,sectarian violence,foreign intervention and religious extremism.Plato,in his Allegory of the Cave,described the way in which rulers who lack strong philosophical thinking manipulate populations.The current refugee crisis is without any doubt,the adverse outcome of human mistakes( fig.1 ). 
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